
WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Westport, CT 06880 

 
SCHOOL BUS IDLING PROCEDURE: 

 
A.  IDLING: 
The operator of any school bus shall not operate the engine of any school bus for 
more than three consecutive minutes when the school bus is not in motion 
except: 
 

1. when the school bus is forced to remain motionless because of traffic 
conditions or mechanical difficulties over which the operator has no 
control, 

 
2. when it is necessary to operate heating, cooling or auxiliary equipment 

installed on the school bus when such equipment is necessary to 
accomplish the intended use of the school bus, including but not 
limited to, the operation of safety equipment, 

 
3. when the outdoor temperature is below twenty degrees Fahrenheit, 

 
4. when it is necessary to maintain a safe temperature for students with 

special needs, 
 
5. when the operator is in the process of receiving or discharging 

passengers on a public highway or a public road, 
 
6. buses should not idle while waiting for students during field trips, 

extracurricular activities or other events where students are 
transported off school grounds, 

 
Note: In addition to the above, all service delivery vehicles must  turn off the 
engines while making deliveries to school buildings 

 
B.  NOISE 
Bus drivers will not make any sudden braking or shifting maneuvers that would 
tend to increase the noise of bus traffic unless the immediate traffic situation or 
safety conditions warrant such sudden action. 
 
C.  CONTACTS 
The Westport Public Schools contact person for complaints regarding bus issues 
is the Transportation Coordinator at 203-341-1754. 
 
A copy of this procedure must be provided annually to Westport Public Schools’ 
school bus transportation provider for distribution to all school bus drivers. 
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