WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Westport, CT 06880

SCHOOL BUS IDLING PROCEDURE:

A. IDLING:

The operator of any school bus shall not operate the engine of any school bus for
more than three consecutive minutes when the school bus is not in motion
except:

1. when the school bus is forced to remain motionless because of traffic
conditions or mechanical difficulties over which the operator has no
control,

2. when it is necessary to operate heating, cooling or auxiliary equipment

installed on the school bus when such equipment is necessary to
accomplish the intended use of the school bus, including but not
limited to, the operation of safety equipment,

3. when the outdoor temperature is below twenty degrees Fahrenheit,

4. when it is necessary to maintain a safe temperature for students with
special needs,

5. when the operator is in the process of receiving or discharging
passengers on a public highway or a public road,

6. buses should not idle while waiting for students during field trips,
extracurricular activities or other events where students are
transported off school grounds,

Note: In addition to the above, all service delivery vehicles must turn off the
engines while making deliveries to school buildings

B. NOISE

Bus drivers will not make any sudden braking or shifting maneuvers that would
tend to increase the noise of bus traffic unless the immediate traffic situation or
safety conditions warrant such sudden action.

C. CONTACTS
The Westport Public Schools contact person for complaints regarding bus issues
is the Transportation Coordinator at 203-341-1754.

A copy of this procedure must be provided annually to Westport Public Schools’
school bus transportation provider for distribution to all school bus drivers.
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Substitute House Bill No. 5663
Public Act No. 02-56

AN ACT CONCERNING THE IDLING OF SCHOOL BUSES,
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 1, Section 14-277 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October i,
2002):

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a} to (¢), inclusive, of section 14-242, the operator of any school bus, when about to
bring his bus to a stop to receive or discharge passengers, shall signal his intention to do so by causing the flashing signal lights to be
displayed for not less than fifty feet before he brings the bus to a stop so as to be clearly visible fo the operator of any oncoming or
overtaking vehicle or motor vehicle, except that the operator of any schooel bus equipped with amber flashing signal lights shall signal
such intention by causing the amber flashing signal lights to be displayed for not less than one hundred feet before he brings the bus to
a stop. The operator of any school bus, having brought his vehicle to a stop, shall not apen the door to receive or discharge passengers
until all vehicles approaching from the front and overtaking from the rear have stopped in compliance with the indicated signal to stop.
The operator of any school bus equipped with amber flashing signal lights and a stop semaphore, having brought his vehicle to a stop,
shall cause the red tlashing signal lights to be displayed and the stop semaphore to be extended and shall not open the door until all
vehicles approaching from the front and overtaking from the rear have stopped in compliance with the indicated signal to stop. After
all passengers are safely aboard or discharged and safely off the highway, the operator shall extinguish the stop lights and the operator
of any school bus equipped with a stop semaphore shall withdraw the stop semaphore. He may then permit all standing teaffic to pass
before resuming forward progress. While such school bus is in motion the doors shall remain closed at all times and all passengers
shall be required to remain seated, No operator of any school bus shall stop his vehicle on the main traveled portion of the highway to
receive or discharge passengers when existing highway shoulders or adequate highway width is available or where curbs, bus stops or
special facilities exist. No such operator may receive or discharge any passenger on a highway with separate roadways unless (1) a
boarding passenger may reach the bus stop and a discharged passenger may reach his residence or other destination without crossing
such highway, or (2) he stops the bus at a location having a traffic control signal or crossing guard.

{b) The operator of any school bus shall not operate the engine of any school bus for more than three consecutive minutes when the

school bus is not in motion except (1) when the schoo! bus is forced to remain motionless because of traffic conditions or mechanical
difficulties over which the eperator has no control, (2) when it is necessary to operate heating, cooling or auxiliary equipment instalfed
on the school bus when such equipment is necessary to accomplish the intended use of the school bus, including, but not limited to,
the operation of safety equipment. (3) when the outdoor temperature is below twenty degrees Fahrenheit, (4) when it is necessary to
maintain a safe temperature for students with special needs, (3) when the school bus is being repaired, or (&) when the operator is in
the process of receiving or discharging passengers on a public highway or public road.

{c} Any person who violates any provision of this section shall, for a first offense, be deemed to have committed an infraction and for
each subsequent offense shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

Approved May 9, 2002



NO IDLING PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, 17 MILLION GALLONS OF FUEL ARE WASTED IN THE UNITED STATES EVERY DAY DUE TO
IDLING VEHICLES; AND

WHEREAS, THE AVERAGE DRIVER IDLES 8§ MINUTES A DAY WHILE WAITING OR WARMING UP A CAR;
AND

WHEREAS, 10 SECONDS OF COMBUSTION FROM AN IDLING VEHICLE ENGINE WASTES MORE ENERGY
THAN TURNING THAT VEHICLE ENGINE ON AND OFF; AND

WHEREAS, EMISSIONS FROM FOSSIL FUEL POWERED VEHICLES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALMOST 40%
OF CONNECTICUT’S GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO AIR
POLLUTION, OZONE FORMATION AND FINE PARTICULATES; AND

WHEREAS, NUMEROUS SCIENTIFIC STUDIES HAVE FOUND LINKS BETWEEN EXPOSURE TO FINE
PARTICULATES AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS ON HEALTH, INCLUDING PREMATURE DEATH AND INCREASED
INCIDENTS OF ASTHMA, ALLERGIES AND OTHER BREATHING DISORDERS; AND

WHEREAS, PETROLEUM-BASED FUELS ARE NON-RENEWABLE AND THEREFORE SHOULD NOT BE WASTED
AND SHOULD BE USED WISELY; AND

WHEREAS, FOR EVERY GALLON OF GASOLINE USED, THE AVERAGE CAR PRODUCES ABOUT 20 POUNDS
OF CARBON DIOXIDE; AND

WHEREAS, AN IDLING VEHICLE EMITS 20 TIMES MORE POLLUTION INTO THE AIR THAN ONE
TRAVELING AT 30 MILES PER HOUR.

NOW THEREFORE,1, JAMES S. MARPE, FIRST SELECTMAN OF THE TOWN OF WESTPORT, DO
HEREBY PROCLAIM SUPPORT FOR NO IDLING POLICIES IN WESTPORT AND ENCOURAGE GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, SCHOOLS, BUSINESSES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TO ADOPT SUCH POLICIES. I FURTHER
SUPPORT ENCOURAGING THOSE DRIVERS OF GASOLINE OR DIESEL-POWERED MOTOR VEHICLES TO TURN
OFF ENGINES WHENEVER POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE EXPOSURE TO VEHICLE EMISSIONS. I ALSO
SUPPORT EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE NEGATIVE HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC
IMPACTS OF UNNECESSARY VEHICLE IDLING.

JAMES S. MA
FIRST SELECTMAN
DATED THIS 13™ DAY OF MAY, 2016




