DEVELOPING WRITERS
AT SCHOOL AND AT HOME



WHY DO YOU WRITE?




WHY I WRITE



https://animoto.com/play/UbAZ9981PoaP6oqRVti75Q?autostart=1
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10 INFORM

[t was a gloomy day on October 31st. It was
Halloween for the 5th graders as Saugatuck Elementary
School. Children sat parked on seats in the cafeteria, eating
lunches, telling stories to one another. It was another day
for the students. Minutes passed by and as the paras in the
lunchroom came to turn off the lights as their usual
routine, the children did their usual routine by throwing
out their lunches, and lining up to wait for their teacher to
arrive and take them up to their classroom.

They waited for a while. Conversations were made,
stories were told, bottles were flipped, playdates were
arranged. Ms. Jones class stood lazily next to Ms. Smith
class. Many children in the two classes were talking to
each other about Trick or Treating, many were telling
funny jokes and laughing, others were standing around,
waiting for the school to end.

The doors opened and the two teachers came in sipping coffee and talking.
Ms. Jones class started to walk and follow Ms. Jones down the corridor and up the stairs
that led to their classroom. Children chatted and opened lockers to put their lunches
away. When that part of their routine was finished, they all crowded around the
doorway that led into their classroom, and as Ms. Jones was pulling the class key from
out of his pocket and when he slid the key into the keyhole and turned the key, the door
opened and many children gasped and screamed when they saw what had turned their
classroom from meh, to WHOA!

Streamers and police caution tape read ‘CAUTION DO NOT ENTER'’ and as the
strolled in mindlessly, they saw that their beloved classroom, was turned into a
Halloween wonderland, just for them. Black sheets lay flat across the table, fake spider
webs hung from the ceilings, with nasty little bugs stuck inside them. When every
student took a seat at their desk, an empty bucket full of a bottle of glitter glue, a bottle
of chemical filled liquid, two popsicle sticks, a fake eyeball, three googly eyes, and two
spider rings lay there. Several mothers were crowded in the room, standing in the
corner, hoping that the kids would enjoy their treat.

“Were making slime!!!” a girl called out. Many other students at her table
clamored to get to their seats and were eager to listen to the directions that the mothers
were holding in. The ‘rumor’ spread throughout the class, and almost every student was
on the edge of their seats. The noise of excitement grew fainter when one of the
mother’s came up and spoke. “So today,” she began, “you were correct, Emerson, we will
be making slime,” Emerson, the girl who called out about the slime, grinned.

Children started to pour the whole bottle of glitter glue into their containers
and when they were done with that, they found a strange orange pack it and when one
of the moms saw us eyeballing it, they told us that we were to put the size of a dime into
it and once we had completed that task, we poured all of the chemical liquid inside, then
started to mix all of the green and purple mush with a popsicle stick.

After a while, many children started to pick up their slime, once it was in a
slime state, and ew’s filled a table, that spread out into the open classroom of loud
chatter.



10 TELL A STORY




10 CHANGE THE WORLD
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[N SCHOOL: WHY WE TEACH CHILDREN TO BE WRITERS
WE BELIEVE IV NARRATIVE BEGAUSE....

WE BELIEVE IN ARGUMENT BECAUSE ...
WE BELIEVE IN INFORMATIONAL BECAUSE ......
WE BELIEVE IN POETRY BECAUSE....









HOW WE ASSESS WRITING:

® (N-DEMAND ASSESSMENTS
RUBRICH

UBSERVATION

WRITING CONFERENCES



EARNING PROGRESSION FOR NARRATIVE WRITING PREK-GRADE

Learning Progression for Narrative Writing, PreK-Grade 6
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(A LINKTO THE ENTIRE LEARNING PROGRESSTON FOR NARRATIVE WRITING 15 ON THE LAST SLIDE)
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STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Opinion Writing Checklist Opinion Writing Checklist (continued) — Cre Aoy g Do i
TRUCT
TS DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS
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Student rereading

On-Demand writing - Choosing a writing
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PARENTS AS WRITING PARTNERS

MODEL YOUR OWN LIFE AS A WRITER
READ, READ, READ!

HONOR APPROXIMATIONS

FOCUS ON MESSAGE FIRST

ENCOURAGE WRITING FOR AUTHENTIC PURPOSES
o LEAVING NOTES

o MAKING SIGNS

o WRITING LETTERS (THANK YOU!)




AUTHENTIC WRITING...
AUTHENTIC AUDIENCES







PARENTS AS WRITING PARTNERS

o [0STERING A WRITING LIFE IN

YOUR CHILD
o CHERISH THE WRITING NOTEBOOK ® HELP YOUR WRITER GATHER IDEAS
o ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO LOOK AT FOR WRITING

THE WORLD LIKE A WRITER

o (OLLECT PHOTOS TO WRITE FROM
(MINI SCRAPBOOKING)
o TELL AND WRITE FAMILY STORIES

o STORYTELL TOGETHER



GIVE WRITING AS A GIFT

® (IVING A GRANDPARENT A FAVORTTE FAMILY  prpme - —rostazmzagueresy
STORY B iine [ T

o WRITE ABOUT HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT A SPECTAL
PERSON IN YOUR LIFE

® WRITE A LETTER TO A FRIEND OR FAMILY
MEMBER

{'ﬁj




FINAL THOUGHTS.. .




WORDS OF WISDOM FROM OUR YOUNG WRITERS.



https://drive.google.com/open?id=1P1VEir63Wg7hkaG1XZNPqTOJlv1vourP

RESOURCES

WPS -5 READING AND WRITING CURRICULAR CALENDAR

LARNING PROGRESSTON FOR NARRATIVE WRITING

LLARNTNG PROGRESSTON FOR INFORMATIONAL WRITING

LLARNTNG PROGRESSTON FOR OPINTON WRITING

PROMPTS FOR PARENTS TO SUPPORT WRITING



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11jZ3WPfgi4W8O1Xr0MJ2SMDLuMMO8PV6PFBgrvKNFyE/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NdeG7VDXw-ig7SDdB5iJqGf4CA8awcbh
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NdeG7VDXw-ig7SDdB5iJqGf4CA8awcbh
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NdeG7VDXw-ig7SDdB5iJqGf4CA8awcbh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xPnWUfJ0QIZkx0KD_GuAb8s6ZwOUNyr_0m0gcrfq638/edit

